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NEWSLETTER NO 1, 2012
PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH ALL GPSs IN THE PRACTICE, INCLUDING REGISTRARS AND LOCUMS.  THANKS.
BRO TAF LMC MOTIONS TO THE 2012 WELSH LMC CONFERENCE 

The 2012 Welsh LMC conference will take place on 3 March at Celtic Manor and we have submitted the following motions:

THAT this conference praises the work done by the Primary Care Support Service, is very disappointed that funding for this vital service has not been secured on a permanent basis and calls upon the Welsh Government to confirm its commitment to supporting the health needs of primary care doctors.

THAT this conference:-

· demands that the CS1 domain of QOF in Wales remains with the age range of 25 to 64 as the target group for the percentage of smears performed in the previous 5 years; and 

·  instructs the Welsh Negotiating Team to ensure the un-negotiated change in 2011/12 to the age range to become 20 to 64 is corrected.

THAT this conference perceives that LHBs are, without consultation with the GP population,  embarking on a potential change in  access to the out of hours services which will, if implemented, impact adversely on patient care, and other unscheduled care provision, including in hours care and A&E.

THAT this conference calls upon the Welsh Government and Local Health Boards to be responsible for informing patients about their decisions to restrict or stop funding  certain health services and not to leave it to GPs to convey and justify these decisions to patients (hallux valgus being a recent example).

THAT this Conference deplores the current situation with orthopaedics in Wales, whereby the Welsh Government can find money to support a specialty that has consistently failed to reach its targets at the expense of other specialties and services that are working well, and calls for an urgent rethink of priorities.

THAT this Conference deplores the fact that most of the current health service redesign is aimed at preventing hospital admission, perceives that there are precious few initiatives aimed at facilitating patients getting admitted to hospital when needed and calls for the balance to be rectified.

THAT, given the recent proliferation in the production of care pathways,  this Conference calls upon the Welsh Government and LHBs to provide an electronic directory of care pathways, funded services  and interventions not normally funded in one easily accessible place for referring clinicians (whether that be on a clinical portal, on LHB websites, on HOWIS and/or on the WCCG).  
THAT conference notes the access rating star system that has been introduced in Gwent to measure patients’ ease of access to GP services and calls upon the Welsh Government to introduce a similar system for Welsh hospitals.

 THAT this conference deplores the Chair of GPC UK’s decision to refrain from reporting on trips abroad or activities in the UK where he is entertained and calls for these reports to be immediately reinstated.

ADVERTISEMENT OF CASUAL LMC VACANCY IN THE RHONDDA TAFF ELY CONSTITUENCY

Following the resignation of Dr Rebecca Davies (who has moved to Gwent), there is a vacancy on the committee for a Rhondda Taff Ely GP and we will be writing to all eligible GPs in the Rhondda Taff Ely constituency for nominations to fill this vacant seat.

LMC CONSTITUENCY MEETINGS REVIEW
Very few LMC members and local GPs/practice managers attended the last Cardiff and Vale LMC constituency meeting on 24 November. The Cwm Taf LMC constituency meetings are well supported by LMC members and local practices, so there are no plans to change the arrangements for the Cwm Taf meetings. The constituency meeting structure was set up in 2006 to improve liaison between LMC members and local practices.

The Committee wants the Cardiff and Vale constituency meetings to continue and we are writing to Cardiff and Vale GPs and practice managers to find out what we can do to improve attendance and to confirm the meeting arrangements for 2012. We are open to ideas for change that will improve attendance.

DISCHARGE MEDICINES REVIEW SERVICE



CPW South East Wales Region has sent the LMC details of the new discharge medicines review service, which is an advanced service that all community pharmacies may provide, subject to certain training requirements being met. The service will provide support to patients recently discharged between care settings by ensuring that changes made to patients’ medicines in one care setting are enacted as intended in the community, thus helping to reduce the risk of preventable medicines related problems and supporting adherence to newly prescribed medication.  

The first part of the new service will require community pharmacists to check that the medicines prescribed in one care setting match those prescribed by the GP when the patient is discharged and if there are discrepancies the pharmacist will raise them with the patient’s GP. The second part of the service will enable patients and pharmacists to review the patient’s use of their medicines.

Representatives from the SE Wales Region of CPW will attend the next LMC Executive meeting on 7 February to discuss the new service, when we will be passing on the following comments:- 

· GPs often do not know immediately what discharge medications patients have been given, so it will be difficult to field queries from pharmacists in those cases.

· There are often errors with discharge medication and LMC members are not sure how they can be effectively managed within this service.

· There are ongoing problems with pharmacies keeping managed repeat requests.

· Use of the service is likely to be compromised by the poor quality of discharge information.

CARD 35






The LMC has discussed the details of the new directive from the Welsh Ambulance Service about the use of the Card 35 process by GPs to manage calls for ambulances, to ensure that there is standard practice and the right level of resource is allocated to the right patients at the right time.  If any practices have any comments or experiences about the impact of this on their management of patients needing ambulances, please let us know.

SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HALLUX VALGUS  
 

The Committee has discussed a proposal from the Welsh Government to restrict hallux valgus surgery from 1 February 2012.  The following exceptionality criteria are proposed, meaning that only patients identified with this exceptionality will be listed for treatment:

· Osteoarthritis affecting the 1st Metatarsal phalangeal joint

· Impending or actual skin compromise

· Evidence of transfer metatarsalgia with mechanical changes requiring intervention e.g. claw toe.

LMC members have commented as follows:- 
· The three exceptionality criteria are felt to be mutually exclusive (ie patients need only meet one of them to be referred for NHS treatment).

· Secondary care clinicians and referral management personnel must be made aware of the agreed exceptionality criteria, so that referrals are not inappropriately returned after February 2012.

· It is getting more difficult for GPs and other referrers to keep track of referral criteria, exceptionality criteria, NHS funded services and interventions that will not normally be funded and these should be available in an easily accessible location (whether that be on a clinical portal, on LHB websites, on HOWIS and/or on the WCCG).  

· We would like to know when and how patients and the wider public will be informed about this decision – it shouldn’t be left to GPs to always justify Government/LHB restrictions on services.  The body that makes the decision should be responsible for informing the public.

DOCTORS’ SUPPORT NETWORK

The Doctors’ Support Network is a registered charity that provides a confidential support network for doctors who have, or are currently suffering, any degree of “mental distress”.  This can include stress, anxiety and depression, bipolar disorder, self harming behaviour, psychoses, eating disorders or personality disorder.  You do not need to be diagnosed or under the care of mental health services.

The DSN offers:-
· Active 24 hour confidential online email support forum

· Debate forum

· Liaison with the GMC if you are undergoing procedures due to health

· Advice for trainees on Deanery issues

· Quarterly newsletter

· Social events

· Face to face support meetings

· Medical students have their own group within DSN

The support line number is 0844 3953010.  The DSN website is at: www.dsn.org.uk
LMC BUYING GROUP FEDERATION

All Bro Taf GP practices are members of the Buying Group Federation (unless they opted out when we first joined in 2010).  The Federation exists to save practices money on goods and services that they purchase, by identifying approved suppliers who offer significant discounts over what practices would otherwise pay for those goods and services.

The Federation is a voluntary association of LMC Buying Groups (and Bro Taf is one of the members of the association) and is a not for profit organisation, so membership is free to practices and LMCs.

There is a new members’ guide to the LMC Buying Groups Federation, available here (free access):

http://turningpagesonline.co.uk/lmcbuyingguide/
The Buying Groups Federation website, with all the details of the deals on offer, is here:
http://www.lmcbuyinggroups.co.uk/
but you will need your username and password to access the site. If you do not have or have forgotten your username and password, please contact the LMC office and we will give them to you.

INDEMNITY COVER FOR PRACTICE NURSES
The RCN has withdrawn its malpractice cover for nurses from 1 January 2012.  GPs may have a group malpractice policy with the MDU or MPS that may be extendable to cover practice nurses.

Bro Taf LMC is a member of the LMC Buying Group’s Federation and the Federation’s approved supplier for insurance, MIAB, has developed a new product that provides indemnity cover for practice nurses. Details are available on the LMC Buying Groups Federation website.


LMC OFFICE MOVE								





The LMC will be moving offices on Monday 30 January 2012.  Our new address will be:





Bro Taf LMC Ltd


Henstaff Court Business Centre


Groes-faen


Pontyclun


Mid Glamorgan


CF72 8NG





New telephone number: 02920 899381


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brotaflmcltd@btconnect.com" �brotaflmcltd@btconnect.com� (our email details will stay the same)





Please bear with us while we are setting up the new office.  If we do not respond to any query straight away, we will reply as soon as we can.





If you cannot get through to us on the new telephone number on 30 January, please ring


Fiona Ricci’s mobile number 07737 707610.
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