Dear Colleague,
They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery...so we were interested to hear that many of you have received an email recently from a company called ProCure Health indicating that they have set up a buying group which is very similar to the LMC Buying Group using a website called Medical Supermarket.
We would like to make it clear that our LMC Buying Group is not connected or affiliated to this company and we do not endorse them. While there are a lot of similarities, there are some key differences:
1. The LMC is a non-for-profit organisation which has long supported GPs best interests whereas ProCure Health is a commercial company

2. This new commercial venture uses some of the biggest names in their commodity areas but in our experience we have found that big doesn’t always equal better and it tends to be smaller companies who can consistently offer the best prices and quality of service to our members
3. Buying through a single portal sounds more convenient but buying a basket of different commodities and services from a ‘one-stop-shop’ supplier is not without difficulty. In our experience it puts too much power into the hands of those suppliers and potentially diminishes competition which is why we prefer to work with specialist suppliers who can provide detailed knowledge of the products and services you require.

The email from ProCure Health also quoted several sample prices that practices would have access to. Our procurement consultants found that the LMC Buying Group’s suppliers can beat all these prices (see table below) with the exception of a modest difference on the A4 paper.
	Product
	ProCure Health Price
	LMC Buying Group Price

	Lever Arch Files  
	£1.99 + VAT
	£0.86 + VAT

	100 Punched Pockets
	£1.49 + VAT
	£0.86 + VAT

	5 reams of A4 Paper
	£9.99 + VAT
	£10.50 + VAT

	1000 DL Envelopes
	£9.34 + VAT
	£7.20 + VAT

	5 part Multipart Dividers
	55p + VAT
	0.20 + VAT

	Shredder
	£129.99 + VAT (Swordfish)
	£59-£120 + VAT (Q Connect or Rexel) 

	Operator Chairs
	From £79.99 + VAT
	From £69 + VAT

	Nebuliser Sets
	From £1.29 + VAT
	From £1.25 + VAT


The discounts we enjoy on Brother and HP toners also make our prices more competitive. They quote a reduction of 35% but don’t say from what. For information the LMC Buying Group supplier’s prices on these items have been reduced by 42% over recent months.
We hope that you will continue to use the LMC Buying Group and encourage other colleagues to do so. If you have not taken advantage of the savings on offer through the group so far and want to find out more visit www.lmcbuyinggroups.co.uk or for a free cost analysis comparing what you spend now to what you could save by using buying group suppliers please email g.burns321@btinternet.com.
LMC Buying Group

