BRO TAF LMC LTD
ADVICE NOTE ON CHILD PROTECTION WORK

Following publication of the Laming Report in 2009, the GPC and the RCGP reiterated that the protection of children is a clear duty for all GPs.  

Every GP practice should have in place written basic procedures for dealing with child protection issues and there should be a nominated lead practitioner in each practice on child protection issues.  Practices should also have in place a mechanism for sharing child protection concerns and managing instances of suspected child abuse or neglect, so that all staff are clear about how and to whom concerns should be reported.

Every practice should have a named lead GP for child protection matters, ideally level three trained, with other F2F practitioners (doctors, nurses and HCAs) having level 2 training and regular updates.

Primary care teams are well placed to provide information about children who have been referred to Social Services as being in need of protection and it is helpful to the process if GPs can attend case conferences in person or at least provide a written report.  The All Wales Child Protection Procedures anticipate that GPs will attend child protection case conferences to provide relevant medical information or provide a written report.  Even if the GP practice has little or no knowledge of the child, a written report should be provided for the conference to be assured that there are no information gaps.

Child protection work (attendance at conferences and writing reports) should be resourced under the collaborative arrangements, but the BMA advises that the protection of a child must always take precedence over any resourcing or contractual issues.
GPs who are UK qualified undertake child protection training as part of their training curriculum and no further certification is required, although all GPs have a duty to remain up to date with child protection matters and this is set down in GMC guidance.  GPs must therefore maintain their skills and competence in the area of child protection (and various courses are available).
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